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A Note From Our
President

With the new strains of COVID-19
settling into the US, 2021 was
another challenging year. Despite
that handicap, we achieved a lot. 

highlight practical tools on how to give a more effective scientific presentation to

a multi-disciplinary audience. We received lots of positive comments from our

grantees about the value of this session and as usual, lots of good science

presented by our grantees.

That was followed by our announcement of the formation of The Sontag

Innovation Fund, a venture capital subsidiary of the Foundation. This organization

will provide seed funding for promising technologies to help move them from the

lab to commercialization. We’ve hired a scientist/technologist to lead the effort.

And as of year-end, we have already evaluated several interesting technologies.

We also continued our flagship grant program funding some of the best young

researchers in North America. And in late summer we announced funding six new

scientists with Distinguished Scientist Awards (DSA), the largest number of DSA

grants we have ever given in a single year. This brings our grantee total to 61

scientists located at 38 institutions throughout North America and the UK. 

We added to the excitement by having several of our scientists join us at the

Society for Neuro Oncology Annual Meeting held in Boston in November. It was

one of the first large in-person meetings anyone in in the neuro-oncology/neuro-

surgery field has attended in almost two years. It was a great personal

introduction to our new crop of promising scientists.

 We just couldn’t let COVID hold us back. We’ve come through 2021 stronger than

ever and are ready to make an even larger impact in 2022.

- Rick Sontag, President

In February, we held our first ever virtual

Scientific Retreat. A highlight of the event was

a guest speaker from Stanford who worked

alongside some of our newer grantees to
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100% of funding supports brain
cancer research, advocacy

organizations, or patient resources



2021 DSA Retreat

President, Rick Sontag,
virtually presenting the
2020 DSA Cohort with
their glass brain awards. 

The Foundation hosted its annual DSA Retreat virtually in
February. The 1/2 day event featured editors from Nature

Cancer & Cancer Cell; a leading expert in scientific
communication; and we had time with Foundation

leadership to learn practical tools for managing a lab. Over
60 people participated and we received excellent feedback. 



The Sontag Foundation received a record number
of proposals for its 2021 Distinguished Scientist
Award. After a competitive scientific review
process and site visits, the Foundation awarded
$3.6 million in funding to 6 exceptional scientists.
This is the largest cohort in the 19 year history of
the award.  

2021 AWARD RECIPIENTS

DR. WILL FLAVAHAN
UNIVERSITY OF 

MASSACHUSETTS

DR. RYAN FLYNN
BOSTON CHILDREN'S 

HOSPITAL

DR. SAM MCBRAYER
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS

SOUTHWESTERN

DR. SIGRID 
NACHTERGAELE

YALE UNIVERSITY

DR. TOM NOWAKOWSKI
UNIVERSITY OF 

CALIFORNIA, 
SAN FRANCISCO

DR. DAN WAHL
UNIVERSITY OF 

MICHIGAN



The Foundation continues to host its virtual happy hour
series which started during the early days of the pandemic.
The events vary in topic, but continue to combine
opportunities to discuss science, leadership advice, and
networking. The format allows for grantees to share science
in an intimate forum, providing collaboration and
meaningful discussion. 

However, nothing beats getting to see our DSA community
in person for the first time in almost two years in Boston! 

Staying
Connected



Arthritis National Research Foundation (ANRF)
Sontag Foundation Fellow

Prior to the founding of the Sontag Foundation, the Sontag
family was a long-standing funder of ANRF in memory of Rick’s
mother who died of complications from rheumatoid arthritis.

 In 2012, the Sontag Foundation donated a $1 million
endowment to ANRF to fund the award in perpetuity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ASCO CONQUER CANCER
2021 SONTAG FOUNDATION YOUNG
INVESTIGATOR AWARD

IVAN KOTCHETKOV, MD
MEMORIAL SLOAN KETTERING CANCER
CENTER

MENTORED BY: INGO MELLINGHOFF, MD &
MICHEL SADELAIN, MD, PHD

NISARG J. SHAH, PH.D.
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN

DIEGO
2021 ANRF SONTAG

FOUNDATION FELLOW

 ASCO Conquer Cancer
Sontag Foundation Fellow

The Sontag Foundation is a proud sponsor of the ASCO Conquer
Cancer Young Investigator Award. This $50,000 one-year award
provides funding to physicians focusing on brain tumor research

during the transition from a fellowship program to a faculty
appointment. The research project funded through this Award is

conducted under the guidance of a scientific mentor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Foundation awarded four $50,000 challenge grants to
national brain tumor organizations to support critical

fundraising needs as a result of Covid-19. The grants were
made to The American Brain Tumor Society; The National

Brain Tumor Society; The Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation;
and The Brain Tumor Network.

Through a fund administered by BEAM of NE
Florida, the Foundation provided over $20,000 in

financial support to patients and families
impacted by a brain tumor diagnosis. This fund
supports the non-medical needs of families that

are not covered by insurance.

COVID-19 Challenge Grant

Patient
Assistance
Fund



The Foundation launched the Sontag Innovation Fund, a new

Venture Philanthropy Fund that will draw on the experience and rich

network of the Foundation. The Fund will provide critical capital to

de-risk and position nascent technologies for subsequent follow-on

funding in order to accelerate the development of therapeutics or

technology to diagnose, treat, prevent and cure brain cancer.

Scott Davis, Ph.D., recently joined the Sontag Foundation to
operationalize the Fund. Scott previously served as a Sr. Director
of technology transfer at the Medical University of South
Carolina (MUSC). Scott is also a Registered Patent Agent and
holds a Ph.D. in Neuroscience from The University of Texas at
Austin.

FOR ALL INQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT:
SCOTT DAVIS, PH.D.
SENIOR LIFE SCIENCES ASSOCIATE

904.273.8755

SDAVIS@SONTAGFOUNDATION.ORG

INVESTMENT STRATEGY

We focus resources solely on opportunities to advance our charitable

mission. While we take chances in pursuit of impact, we also seek an

overall return so we can recycle capital and maximize long-term

effectiveness. We typically structure financing as loans and equity

investments, and we work with both for-profit and non-profit

entities. 



The Sontag Foundation is one of the largest
private funders of brain cancer research,
providing over $50 million dollars since its
inception in 2002. Its signature Distinguished
Scientist Award has supported 61 researchers
at 38 major academic institutions. Grantees
include researchers and physician-scientists
spanning fields from developmental biology to
chemical engineering, with a wide-range of
expertise including computational biology,
single cell genomics and metabolomics.   The
Sontag Foundation is also the founding
sponsor of the Brain Tumor Network, a non-
profit provider of personalized brain tumor
patient navigation services. 


