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Note from President

As I reflect on the the events
of 2020 and the prospects for
2021, I have come to two
conclusions. First, for a year
that many people have said
has been either a lost cause or
at best staying stationary, it
has not been that way for us.
When the full force of COVID and its economic impact hit, it forced us to revise plans and
operations in ways that not only were effective for coping with the new situation thrust
upon us. It also gave us the opportunity to develop new systems and programs that will
likely be with us for a long time. Witness our new IT systems, benefit plans, and remote
working capabilities. Even more important, we fleshed out more of our organization to help
meet our mission and goals for The Sontag Foundation.
The results for 2020 were remarkable given the environment we were working in. We
established new programs like the COVID-19 Emergency Patient Assistance Fund, Zoom
Happy Hours to connect with our DSA community, we added four new Scientific Advisory
Board members and we funded four new top notch DSA winners. We have a lot to be proud
of in how we handled 2020.
My second conclusion is that we are poised for a very good 2021 and if we see relief from
COVID and the economy recovering, it will be a fantastic year. We tend to forget how many
things have been cut back or cut out entirely – like in person meetings or travel – that have
negatively impacted our ability to perform our jobs. All we need is a little more return to
normal and we will really be moving.
We have a great team of people who have accomplished a lot, particularly in this year of
working with so many handicaps. I’m really proud to be associated with all of you. I look
forward to an even better 2021.

Rick Sontag, President
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Note from Executive Director

Dear Friends and Colleagues:
As Rick so eloquently pointed out in his letter prefacing this Annual Report, 2020 was a
pivotal year for The Sontag Foundation. Looking back on my first year as Executive Director
of the Foundation, I could not be more proud of the organization and the scientific
community we support.
As Rick told our staff in March, financially we were prepared to weather the storm. While
many organizations pulled back funding, we announced that we would be moving forward
with our 2020 grant awards and ultimately awarded $2.4 million in funding to four stellar
awardees. As we sent staff home to work remotely, the transition was seamless as a result of
smart investments in our IT infastructure. We also saw a need for direct patient services and
within a matter of weeks established a COVID-19 Emergency Patient Assistance Fund.
Through this initiative we provided a total of $200,000 in grants to almost 400 patients
across the United States impacted by COVID-19.
The events of 2020 have altered our world forever. We anticipate the financial impacts of
COVID-19 will continue well beyond this year. The Sontag Foundation remains steadfast in
our mission to fuel significant advances in brain cancer research. We will continue to work
to build partnerships to make the best use of finite resources. We will continue working
with other organizations to identify the strengths we each bring to the brain tumor
community. I am confident that working together we will find meaningful ways to move the
needle and advance critical research even in the most challenging of times.
Hilary Keeley, Executive Director
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NEW ROLES. LEADERSHIP.
2020 welcomed the addition of Hilary Keeley as the Foundation's Executive
Director. Kay Verble, after serving 17 years in that role, retired at the end of 2019.
Kay now serves as a board member. The Executive Committee unanimously
approved the appointment of four scientific advisors to complement the
expertise of the Scientific Advisory Board as a whole. Dr. John Sampson's role
with Duke has increased significantly so he has transitioned to an ex-officio
member.

HILARY KEELEY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

KAY VERBLE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SUZANNE BAKER PHD
SAB, MEMBER

St. Jude Children's Hospital

BRAD BERNSTEIN PHD
SAB, MEMBER

MGH/Broad Institute

TIM CHAN MD, PHD
SAB, MEMBER

Cleveland Clinic
2010 DSA Recipient

MARK JOHNSON MD, PHD
SAB, MEMBER

Univerity of Massachusetts
2004 DSA Recipient

JOHN SAMPSON MD, PHD
SAB, EX OFFICIO

Duke University
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NEW FACES. GRANTEES.
DISTINGUISHED SCIENTIST AWARDS
Of the applications
submitted during the
2020 grant cycle, 4 of
the applicants made
it through
HILARYthe
KEELEY
competitive scientif ic
DAN LANDAU MD, PHD
review of the
Scientif ic Advisory
Board and lay
committee of the
Foundation. The
Executive Committee
unanimously voted
to fund grants to the
f inalists contingent
upon their successful
site visits. These
individuals were
approved and notif ied
of being the 2020 DSA
Cohort.

Dan Landau, MD, PhD
Associate Professor
Weill Cornell
New York, NY

Pierpaolo Peruzzi, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor
Brigham & Women's Hospital
Boston, MA

Marcos Simoes-Costa, PhD
Assistant Professor
Cornell University
Ithaca, NY

Andrew Venteicher, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, MN

TIM CHAN, MD, PHD

ASCO CONQUER CANCER AWARD
Recipient of the 2020
Conquer Cancer
Award focused on
brain cancer
research. This is the
f irst investigator to
receive a Sontag
Foundation Young
Investigator Award.

J. Bryan Iorgulescu, MD
Postdoctoral fellow
Brigham & Women's Hospital
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
Boston, MA
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STAYING CONNECTED

NEW PROGRAMS
Sontag Scientific community
In response to the disruptions in the academic research community
cased by the pandemic, the Foundation created platforms as a means to
stay connected with our scientiﬁc community during these unique and
challenging times.

HAPPY HOUR VIA ZOOM
CONNECT THROUGH CHAT SERIES was
sparked by a grantee's request to stay
connected to the Sontag scientific
community during these unique times. The
monthly connections started as a forum to
talk about the impact of the pandemic on
the research community but have evolved
to include providing support to the DSA
community, sharing science developments
and continuing to pursue opportunities for
collaboration.

WOMEN IN SCIENCE SERIES
WOMEN IN SCIENCE SERIES launched in
August. We welcomed our first guest
speaker, Dr. Rita Colwell, a pioneering
microbiologist and first woman to lead the
National Science Foundation. This series
will be held quarterly and will focus on
balancing work and personal time,
leadership opportunities, and mentorship
resources.
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2020 DSA SCIENTIFIC RETREAT
PASSION
Annually, the Foundation brings together the Sontag Distinguished Scientists with the
hope that the synergy created throughout the scientiﬁc retreat will lead to novel, creative,
and collaborative relationships that ultimately drive science forward in the ﬁeld of brain
cancer and will make a difference in the lives of brain cancer patients.

PLACE
Casa Monica Resort & Spa
Saint Augustine, Florida

PEOPLE
The Foundation hosted a "Sontag" community of 66 guests from February 10th to
February 13th. This community included current and alumni DSA grant recipients,
members of the Scientiﬁc Advisory Board, members of the Foundation's Board of
Directors, and staff from the Brain Tumor Network. The Retreat balanced the sharing of
science with special activities that deepened relationships while exploring the "old city".
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2021 DSA SCIENTIFIC RETREAT
VIRTUAL

FEBRUARY 9, 2021

12pm-5pm ET
via Zoom

AGENDA

About

The virtual Distinguished Scientist Retreat
is designed in response to the collective
feedback gathered from our scientific
community. It incorporates a unique blend
of creative methodologies, grantee
research, expert discussions, and
inspirational vision.

• Wel c o m e a n d I n t r o d u c t i o n

12:00 PM

• Re i m a g i n i n g S c i e n t i f i c C o m m u n i c a t i o n

12:15 PM

• Br e a k

01:00 PM

• Sh a r e yo u r S c i e n c e , Sh a r e yo u r St o r y

01:15 PM

• Br e a k

02:00 PM

• P u b l i s h i n g i n H i g h I m p a c t Jo u r n a l s

02:30 PM

• Br e a k

03:30 PM

• F i r e s i d e C h a t w i t h Fo u n d a t i o n L e a d e r s h i p 0 4 : 0 0 P M
• C o n cl u d e

05:00 PM
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2022 DSA SCIENTIFIC RETREAT
FLORIDA

FEBRUARY 7-10, 2022

SRADNELAC RUOY KRAM

Ponte Vedra Beach

Home of the Sontag Foundation
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FOUNDATION NEWS, 3/27/2020
Message from
Rick Sontag, President

message from

News

Our lives will
l i k e ly b e
changed
forever by this
virus. But in
our case we
intend to come
out of this
stronger and
m o r e d e d i c at e d
to serving the
brain tumor
c o m m u n i t y.

First, let me say that we are geared to
weather this storm – financially and
organizationally. So we don’t intend to
stray from the course we set out 17 years
ago when we formed The Sontag
Foundation. That means that all our
programs and people are being kept intact
and operational.
We hope to see all of you at our scientific
retreat next year to help celebrate life and
the importance of science in the lives of
us all.
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COVID-19 FUND, 4/30/2020
$500 AWARDED TO

message from

370
PATIENTS

News

THROUGHOUT THE US

"These funds were a life
raft in a horrible storm.
Thank you so much for
your generous support. We
are humbled by your work."

Executive
committee
approved a
$200,000
grant to
Provide
emergency
a s s i s ta n c e t o
brain tumor
pat i e n t s
f i n a n c i a l ly
impacted by
covid-19.

~A.F~
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LOCAL INITIATIVES

message
from
2015-2020

2009-2020

$3.1M

$290K

to address service
gaps around access to
comprehensive oral
health care

to address needs of
families and individuals
with a brain tumor
diagnosis

The Foundation is proud of its ﬁve
year funding inititiative that enhanced
the awareness of the importance of
comprehensive oral health care for
residents of NE Florida. Thousands of
individuals were provided with dental
outreach services during the duration
of this innovative service model.
Beginning in 2019, the Foundation and
The Sulzbacher Center assessed the
viability of the program and in 2020
mutually agreed to terminate the
initiative based on ﬁnancial data and
new resources entering the market.

The Foundation is proud to fund a NE
Florida patient emergency assistance
fund through grants to Beaches
Emergency Assistance Ministry of
Jacksonville Beach, Florida.
Eligible grant expenses include:
Food/Nutrition Expenses, Utility Bills,
Rent/Mortgage Payments, Car
Payments or other Transportation
Costs, Temporary Lodging, and Child
Care. Applications are submitted for
review by the patient's care team.
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ARTHRITIS NATIONAL RESEARCH FOUNDATION
SONTAG FOUNDATION FELLOW AWARD
Prior to the founding of the Sontag Foundation, the Sontag family
was a long-standing funder of the Arthritis National Research
Foundation (ANRF) in memory of Rick’s mother who died of
complications from rheumatoid arthritis. After the Sontag
Foundation was established in 2002, the Foundation continued
giving annual gifts to ANRF, establishing the Sontag Foundation
Fellow award.

message from

IN 2012, THE SONTAG FOUNDATION DONATED A
$1 MILLION ENDOWMENT
TO ANRF TO FUND THE AWARD IN PERPETUITY
In 2020, ANRF awarded the Sontag Foundation Fellow
award to the following four individuals:
• Shaun Jackson, MD, PhD, Seattle Children’s Hospital
TACI May Hold The Key To Helping More Lupus Patients, 2016-2017
• Deborah R. Winter, PhD, Northwestern University
The Intriguing Role of Macrophages in Rheumatoid Arthritis, 2017-2018
• Erika H. Noss, MD, PhD, University of Washington
Treating Rheumatoid Arthritis – A Challenge, 2018-2019
• Theresa Wampler Muskardin, MD, New York University School of Medicine
Profiling RA for Personalized Treatment, 2019-2020
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2020 GRANTS FUNDING SUMMARY

CUMULATIVE FUNDING, $2,924,000
87% OF FUNDING SUPPORTS BRAIN CANCER INITIATIVES
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